The Necklace

Beat Map from Beating the Story
by Robin D. Laws
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This beat map accompanies the analysis of the short
story “The Necklace” found in Robin D. Laws’ book
Beating the Story, published by Gameplaywright. Learn
more on the web:

gameplaywright.net/beatingthestory.
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Have a Seat, Shut the Door

Beat Map from Beating the Story
by Robin D. Laws
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This beat map accompanies the analysis of the Mad
Men episode “Have a Seat, Shut the Door” found in
Robin D. Laws’ book Beating the Story, published by
Gameplaywright. Learn more on the web:
gameplaywright.net/beatingthestory.
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& oy

Omrnous house

cIEN

What procedure

=

23.%

is going on 3
inside? A gruesome Three figures
backwoods hirth take the baby

78

The Peacocks
come out onto
their porch

.
17
Mulder and

Scully are on
the case

lf'

M&Sfinda
footprint and

M & S need bloody shovel

probable cause;
spot scissors

Scully shares
facts as Mulder
goofs with ball

Py XN

An unseen
watcher in
the house

out into storm

Scully unmoved
by Mulder’s
baseball reverie

N @

Sheriff sets up
dragnet; M & S
safely in hotel

2

They dig a hole

Mulder and
Scully differ on

small town life

%0

Taylor won’t

take up the gun

“Home”
Overall Trajectory

g ;EeB/ R v m s B g R

They re all Baseball lands Batter dirties Blood puddies
disfigured : on the Peacock his hands around the
They bury —— Kids play ball ...but aII seems property bul they Normal game batter’s toe
the baby 9 with troubling relatively normal have another resumes
One frgure Credits home plate
howils; another sequence
comforts him

=

ﬂ % () °
:P% 23 k. .
- - . . UJ [ ]
Obligatory :Eé
_ 22 = «whytheFBI?» ___ 24 _ 26 :
“Sheriff Andy explanation Sheriff provides Bundled corpse Examrnatron Mulder assuages
Taylor.” information on _ B ¥V in the fridge 7 room is a tiny Scully’s mother-
“Really?” the Peacocks Sheriff seeks Barney Fife gag washroom Autopsy yields hood fears Mutatrons point
proof he can key info to kidnapping
trustM & S Mulder & ScuIIy

visit the creepy
Peacock house

- R

Brothers gas up Broken hotel

500 B

o

their Cadillac doorknob Eﬁ
Mulder & seems bad Mulder does 180 Brothers depart ? _ﬁ,
Scully small to lean chair in their Cadillac -9 9) 45 p )
town banter against door Taylor on porch: Brothers .ﬁ,
are they coming _ 4 en route __ 46 ¥ %
for him? Taylor’s wife Scully sleeping: gﬁq
gets him to are they coming 47 p %
come to bed for her? Brothers still
en route 48

Mulder watches
hyenas: are they
coming for him?



Taylor tosses . %
and turns %
A car pulls up
at Taylor’s . %
Taylor sees

the car, warns .
wife to hide Tevlor_now .

decides in favor
of the gun A brother enters .
Taylor’s house % ﬂ . %
Taylor can’t
. . %
grabs a bat Heavy treads, Unfazed brother .
Taylor and wife beats Taylor %
are afraid Taylor scores Brother beats
first hit with Taylor to death .
the bat as wife watches Another brother g:q
sniffs after @% ﬂ % ﬂ
Taylor’s wife Brothers murder
Taylor’s wife, too . .
Brothers Drstraught
get away Deputy Pastor
Next day Mulder supplies info Mulder IDs the
& Scully arrive; murder weapon

M spots a clue

LY B C‘%

The lab report is

either wrong... 66 @l
...or freaky Mulder & Scully M & S falsely s ?

decide not to assume no one

wait for backup was at the house Unseen watcher
was a fourth
Peacock Mutant pep talk .

leads to prep
for action Deputy chooses
attack plan . % ﬂ
Suspenseful
G % Py RN s PR

in the house Scully SDOtS a jé
booby-trap... :
- too Iate, and . 76 A hrother Brother spots Brothers chase

it takes out emerges from pigs, runs pigs, as Mulder
the Deputy Mulder: “They've “Thev ve “Baa Ram the house Brother back inside & Scully planned
reverted to pack Ewe” joke distracted by
predation” Mulder & Scu"tl hand washing

hatch a plan



R

Mulder & Scully
sneak up to
the house

S

Brother 1
undeterred by
warning shot

113
Mulder is okay:
“Time already
caught them”

@fm

Mulder avoids
a spear trap

Brother 2 looms
behind Mulder
with a club

Mother: We’ll
make a new
family and home

o 7 B8

Mulder & Scully
tense search
of house

HHago®

Scully shoots
Brother 2

=

84

Found photos:

generations
of mutants

100

Brother 3
grabs Mulder

& 52N @

Discovered
“victim” won’t
stop screaming

RN

)

Brother 1 gels
through the door

86
Victimis a
disfigured

amputee

1 02
Brothers 1
and 2 struggle
with Mulder

%@%.%.

Victim lives
here; she’s
the mother Mother rolls
back under
the bed M & S confer,
decide to win
mother over

103 % . \// 105

A brother grabs Scully empties
Mulder’s gun 104 her clip but no
Scully shoots one goes down
gun-wielding
brother

o

Mulder warns
Scully to look
out for traps

N

106

Brothers beat
on Mulder

%.%

How will the
tripwire get
tripped?

%.ﬂm

107
Scully draws a
brother away,
to mother

Mulder sees that
the brothers will
be back soon

Mulder shoots
a brother

& o

Scully offers
mother aid,
is rebuffed

.ﬁ!%.ﬁ!%p

Scully pursued

. Beating the Story
ROBIN D. LAWS

HOW TO MAP, UNDERSTAND,
AND ELEVATE ANY NARRATIVE

BN

%
= B

maternal loyalty
Brothers realize

intruders are
present Mulder blocks
the door and
draws his gun

N\

Where’s the
__ 1o other brother? _ 12
Tripwire trips He and mother
up the brother escaped through
pursuing Scully a hidden hole

This beat map accompanies the analysis of The X-Files
episode “Home” found in Robin D. Laws’ book Beating
the Story, published by Gameplaywright. Learn more on
the web:

gameplaywright.net/beatingthestory.
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Sofia Confronts Gelie

Beat Map from Beating the Story
by Robin D. Laws
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This beat map accompanies the analysis of a scene from
The Color Purple in which Sofia confronts Celie, found
in Robin D. Laws’ book Beating the Story, published by
Gameplaywright. Learn more on the web:
gameplaywright.net/beatingthestory.
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